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along it, hitherto invisible, now begins to write itself out in
mystic but visible characters on the tape ; so when the great
reservoir of JEther in the Heavens is tapped, and the Motion
therein contained is allowed to get at the vast expanse of
existence here below, void and silent as yet, but loaded with
the potentialities of all forms of life, this vast expanse begins
to turn, and gradually approaching the Ideas, at last unites
with and is interpenetrated by them as the warp by the woof
to form the world of changing reality as we know it; the world
of earth, and sea, and air, of plant and crystal, of animal
and man; these mystic pictures in all their variety, beauty,
and harmony, being one after another inwoven into it, as ifc
steadily turns beneath them, like patterns on some swift-
revolving loom. In other words, the same Ideas which circle
round the mind of the Supreme Intelligence for His eternal
contemplation and delight, are, when Time begins, inwoven into
the texture of the world, and, as Time-pictures, are unrolled
before us in what are known as the phenomena of the world
and of life ; their sensuous forms being but the visible
hieroglyphs of the invisible Ideas corresponding to them in the
Creator's mind, and requiring but Motion to develop them,
<ind, as on a photographer's plate, to bring them up into reality,
visibility, and actuality.

Such is Aristotle's theory of the World, and if held steadily
before the eye in its entirety, it will not only enable us to see
the origin of many of his favourite special doctrines, but will
clear up those difficulties of interpretation which have arisen
from the use of common terms in technical and unusual senses.
To take for example, his use of the terms Form and Matter,
which correspond respectively to the Idea and aW^ov of
Plato, and which are the two elemental essences, positive and
negative, of which all actually existing things are composed;
it will be evident that if Form corresponds to what Plato calls
Idea, it cannot mean with Aristotle what it means with us, viz.
the outer shape or form, but rather the inner nature or quality,